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Research is often collaborative in nature. Although scientists occasionally conduct research on their own, researchers typically work together to conceptualize hypotheses, review past scientific literature, design and conduct the research study, analyze data, discuss theoretical implications, and present findings to the scientific community. The presentations in this class require you to work collaboratively with a partner in similar fashion. 

Together, you will create a 30-minute research presentation for your classmates on your focal area of interest. You will become the “expert” on your topic for the day you assigned to present.

Presentations will align with lectures and readings for the day. You will begin by providing a brief review of the research context for your topic. You will then present the theory, hypotheses, procedure, (method), and overall results for your “anchor” empirical article (the one that is cited in the text). Next, students will describe the research outlined in their individual related article. The individual articles that you choose should cite the anchor article and be recently published (2015-
present). They should be empirical in nature and published in peer-reviewed psychology journals.

Class members will earn participation points for their feedback to the pair. You will write an individual paper describing and critiquing the merits (and potential drawbacks) of the research article you presented and discuss how it extends knowledge from the “anchor” article. This written article critique will be turned in on the day of the presentation.

Preparation

You will begin to develop your ideas by reviewing empirical, peer-reviewed, psychology research in your specific topic area. Each partner will focus on one empirical article, but you will also explore the context of that article by reading related research. As you are planning your presentation, you will need to read each other’s article so you can develop a smooth transition between them in your
presentation. The title that you create for your presentation should include reference to the specific areas of both of your research articles. You will receive an overall presentation grade, so be sure to stay connected and know what each other will be presenting.

You will turn in a list of selected references, in APA format, that includes the anchor article (cited in your text, the individual articles that extend this research, and any other sources that you consulted in preparing your talk. You will also provide a handout outline for the class and create a visual presentation (e.g., Power Point). Include the entire APA reference for your article at the top of the page. Keep in mind that your audience has not read the article you are presenting.

You will each write a paper describing and critiquing your article. You will discuss how it extends the findings, methodology, and/or theory from the “anchor” article and generally how it fits into the literature context.

Presentation Requirements

You will set the context for the specific empirical articles you will be describing. You will then teach the class about the anchor article and the two specific research articles within this area of research. (30 min.) 

While listening to the presentation, audience members will write down at
least two questions they would like to ask. You will have the opportunity to address these questions as they apply to the topics you have presented.

Be sure to include the following points of information in your presentation:

• What research question drove your literature search?
• What were the main findings of the research on your specific topic?
• Why were the authors you’ve reviewed interested in this theory?
• How did they expand understanding in this area?
• What did you find to be most surprising and/or interesting about the development of research?
• What questions remain unanswered?
• How might you go about answering one or more of these questions?
With your partner, you will create a visual presentation (e.g., PowerPoint) and handout outline to support your talk. Your presentation should flow seamlessly from one person to the next.

Most of your work for this project will take place outside of the classroom, so take time to set up a time to meet that works for both of you.

Individual Critique Papers

Each pair of students will begin with a common “anchor” article: the empirical article in their area of interest that is cited in the text. Each member will then describe and critique their recent and related empirical article (preferably 2014-2017) that cites the anchor article. Each student will write an individual 4-6 page paper (excluding title and reference pages) reflecting the work that contributed to the group presentation. 

Questions that should be addressed in the paper include:

• Setting the Context and Describing Anchor Article (1-2 pages) – What was the research question/ topic that sparked your interest? What theory and hypotheses drove the “anchor” article research? What methods were used? What were the main findings?

• Describe New (Recent) Individual Article (2-3 pages) - Why were the authors in the recent article interested in the original research? What were the hypotheses, methods, and main findings of the new research? How did the recent article expand understanding?

• Critique (1 page) Describe the strengths of the new study. What did you find to be most surprising and/or interesting about the development of research? Did you have any concerns? What questions remain unanswered?
Thus, each paper should open with a contextual description about the research question of interest and briefly describe the anchor article (guiding theory, hypotheses, methodology, main findings, and implications). 

The primary focus of the paper will be in describing and critiquing the
individual article that extends the anchor article in some way. How did the new article extend the findings, methodology, and/or theory from the “anchor” article? Was the methodology sound? How do the results fit into the literature context?

Papers should be written in APA style. Be sure to include appropriate in-text citations, a title page, and a reference page. Papers are due on the same day presentations are given.
